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he thought first of the project when quarantined in
Alexandria Harbour many years before. There was
nothing original in the idea. That universal genius
Napoleon I had dallied with it, and Denon had
written of it. In more ancient times undoubtedly
the two seas had been joined by a passage. Herodotus
and Strabo both speak of the fact, and the Romans
made considerable use of the channel. So, too, did
Amru many centuries later. But their canal or
canals did not pierce the Isthmus of Suez : probably
all took off from the Eastern or Pelusiac branch of the
Nile, traversed the land of Goshen to the west of
Ismailia, and, skirting the line of the present maritime
canal, descended to Suez.
It was believed, in fact, that the level of the Medi-
terranean was so much higher than that of the Red
Sea that the construction of a junction canal across
the Isthmus itself was physically impossible. De
Lesseps, from one reason and another, was stoutly
convinced that no such difference of level existed,
and an International Commission, composed of pro-
minent engineers, after exhaustive study confirmed
that opinion. But, in keeping with his impetuosity
he would not wrait for that judgement. He had
succeeded already in persuading the Viceroy of Egypt
to sign a concession,1 granting to him the sole right
to construct the Canal. Said Pasha, then Viceroy,
was truly a splendid patron. He could refuse nothing
to his friend, whom he addressed in official documents
as mon devoue ami de haute naissance et de sang eleve.
The suitor, in turn, did not hesitate to take advantage
of the ruler's princely generosity. Thus de Lesseps
acquired, without incurring obligation in return, the
freehold possession of huge and valuable tracts of
land, which would become fertile when watered by
the subsidiary canal to be dug in order to conduct
1 30th November 1854.

